
 
 

June 3, 2015 

Tonight’s Agenda 

Different Family Situations  Unwed or Foster Children 

Multiple Spouses    DNA Testing   

Adoptions    Divorces 

Childless Families   Latest Version Update 

Stepchildren    Homework Assignment 

Half Siblings    Next Meeting Date 

 

 

References to numbered bracket boxes, ie, [1], in each paragraph are shown in each figure 

located above or below the numbered paragraphs. 

 

Family Tree Maker helps you organize all your multi media items such as scanned documents, 

photos, videos & audio clips to one central file location. Users can link media items to specific 

individuals, record important notes and information, use the images in selected trees, reports, and 

charts. 

 

Different Family Situations 

 

There will be unique family relationships and situations that will require the user to list these 

events in your family tree. With same sex marriages, adoptions, childless families, unwed 

children, stepchildren, half siblings, divorces and other family situations can be a challenge on 

how to list these types of situations in your family tree. 

 

Nothing unusual about listing multiple spouses, however there may be some unusual situations 

involving twins men marrying twin women or cousins marrying cousins. Regardless of the 

relationship, it may pose some challenges on listing these types of situations, but should follow 

the marriage license, if one exists. 

 

Tip: Always review the marriage license of the betrothed to make sure you have the correct 

names, birth dates, marriage dates, etc. so little confusion exists of the correct married couple. 

Remember to verify the person’s spelling, dates, and locations as a security check. 

 

Since marriages have been recognized during the bible days, multiple spouses occur because of a 

death of a spouse, a missing spouse from past wars, disappearing or missing spouses for any 

reason, or even a divorce. All these situations should be noted in the family file, so other living 

relatives know what the situation is to eliminate any family confusion.  
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Regardless of the past situation, adding a new spouse or adding new children to a new marriage 

is very simple. [1] Add the new a spouse after selecting the spouse icon, then select new spouse. 

Same sex marriages or unwed parents really doesn’t pose a family tree problem as any children 

associated to the couple may be one of the spouse’s natural children, an adoption, or even unwed 

or foster children and should be listed as such as shown in figure 1 below. 

 

Figure 1. Adding Spouses 

There are a number of missing spouses or parents, labeled as the "living dead" in the United 

States, who have been estimated at between 60,000 and 100,000. They create a number of legal 

problems with a surviving spouse or children. Law experts claim the presumption of death after 

the unexplained absence of seven years developed after 1800. Today, an absent person is presumed 

to have died if:  

1. he has been missing from his home or usual residence for a period of seven years; 

2. such absence has been continuous and without explanation; 

3. persons most likely to hear from him have heard nothing; and  

4. he cannot be located by diligent search and inquiry.  

Almost all the states recognize the presumption, either by statute or judicial recognition of the 

common law rule. Some states have amended their statutes to lower the seven-year period to five 

consecutive years, and a few have reduced the period even more--Minnesota and Georgia cut theirs 

to four. So follow the court records of missing ancestors to determine the family situations, especially 

with the spouse remarrying after the presumed death of her missing spouse. 

1 
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There are even occasions when some families don’t have any children and a note listing this may 

be required. 

 

There are even grandparents, who become parents upon the loss of one or both parents to the 

children. Even nieces and nephews may become children of their uncles or aunts, when their 

parents may have died or missing and assumed dead after seven years per court records. 

 

Adoptions 

 

Traditionally, genealogy is used to track family bloodlines. Adoptions are considered family as 

are natural children. It is estimated that 2% of the current U.S. population or about 6 million 

Americans are adoptees. Adoptions are becoming more usual in the last 100 years due to various 

reasons. Adoptions should be recorded in your family tree to get a clear and non-distorted view 

of that person. 

 

An issue with adoptions is the child may want to know the real parents later in life. Most courts 

seal these types of adoption records at the request of the natural parent(s). However in these 

days, court records do get unsealed, which may cause some emotional and legal issues with the 

legal parent(s). So tread lightly on these unusual situations if planning on listing the natural 

parents. 

 

 
Figure 2. Adding Children To Your Family Tree  

 

3 

2 

1 
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To add adopted children to any ancestor, select the People workspace, [1] Person tab, select the 

preferred father from the index of individuals, select [2] Relationship button under Facts, then 

select the [3] pull down menu in the right panel as shown in figure 2 above and 3 below. 

 

 
Figure 3. Adding Various Children Categories 

 

Tip: For adopted or step children, add the original child’s surname in parenthesis before the 

adopted name  if known. This may help locate the true parents on future research of the child as 

needed. 

 

How to find adoptees or their birth parents: Surveys show that a large majority of these adoptees 

and birth parents have, at some point, actively searched for biological parents or children 

separated by adoption. They search for many different reasons, including medical knowledge, 

the desire to know more about the individual's life, or a major life event, such as the death of an 

adoptive parent or the birth of a child. 

 

The first objective of an adoption search is to discover the names of the birth parents who gave 

you up for adoption, or the identity of the child you relinquished. 

1. Just like a genealogy search, an adoption search should always begin with yourself. Write 

down everything you know about your birth and adoption, from the name of the hospital 

in which you were born to the agency which handled your adoption. 

2. The best place to turn next, is your adoptive parents. They are the ones most likely to 

hold possible clues. Write down every bit of information they can provide, no matter how 

insignificant it may seem. If you feel comfortable, then you can also approach relatives 

and family friends with your questions. 

3. Gather together all available documents. Ask your adoptive parents or contact the 

appropriate government official for documents such as an amended birth certificate, 

petition for adoption, and the final decree of adoption. 

4. Contact the Agency or the State that handled your adoption for your non-identifying 

information. This non-identifying information will be released to the adoptee, adoptive 

parents, or birthparents, and may include clues to help you in your adoption search. The 

amount of information varies depending upon the details that were recorded at the time of 

the birth and adoption. Each agency, governed by state law and agency policy, releases 

what is considered appropriate and non-identifying, and may include details on the 

adoptee, adoptive parents, and birth parents such as: 

1. Medical history  

http://genealogy.about.com/od/birth_records/p/certificate.htm
http://adoption.about.com/cs/sear2/g/def_nonid.htm
http://adoption.about.com/cs/sear2/g/def_nonid.htm
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2. Health status  

3. Cause of and age at death  

4. Height, weight, eye, hair color  

5. Ethnic origins  

6. Level of education  

7. Professional achievement  

8. Religion  

On some occasions, this non-identifying information may also include the parents ages at 

time of birth, the age and sex of other children, hobbies, general geographical location, 

and even the reasons for the adoption. 

5. Register in State and National Reunion Registries, also known as Mutual Consent 

Registries, which are maintained by government or private individuals. These registries 

work by allowing each member of the adoption triad to register, hoping to be matched 

with someone else who might be searching for them. One of the best is the International 

Soundex Reunion Registry (ISRR). 

6. Join an adoption support group or mailing list. Beyond supplying much needed emotional 

support, adoption support groups can also provide you with information concerning 

current laws, new search techniques, and up-to-date information. Adoption search angels 

may also be available to assist with your adoption search. 

7. If you're very serious about your adoption search and have the financial resources (there 

is usually a substantial fee involved), consider petitioning for the services of a 

Confidential Intermediary (CI). Many states and provinces have instituted intermediary 

or search and consent systems to allow adoptees and birth parents the ability to contact 

each other through mutual consent. The CI is given access to the complete court and/or 

agency file and, using the information contained in it, attempts to locate the individuals. 

If and when contact is made by the intermediary, the person found is given the option of 

allowing or refusing contact by the party searching. The CI then reports the results to the 

court; if the contact has been refused that ends the matter. If the person located agrees to 

contact, the court will authorize the CI to give the name and current address of the person 

sought to the adoptee or birthparent. Check with the state in which your adoption 

occurred as to the availability of an Confidential Intermediary System. 

Once you've identified the name and other identifying information on your birth parent or 

adoptee, your adoption search can be conducted in much the same way as any other people 

search investigation. 

Thanks to Kimberly Powell’s About Genealogy Internet column for providing the adoption and 

birthparents information. 

Childless Families 

 

There are a low percentage of childless families, but some families may have had a child or more 

as unwed children and gave them up for adoptions reasons. Some may have never had any 

children or had one and died due to a disease or other mishap. Either way, it makes sense to list 

http://adoption.about.com/od/registries/
http://www.isrr.net/
http://www.isrr.net/
http://adoption.about.com/od/searchangels/index.htm
http://adoption.about.com/cs/sear2/g/def_confint.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/adoption/fl/adoption-search-dna-testing.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/findpeople/a/people_search.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/cs/findpeople/a/people_search.htm
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the reason if known to let other family members know the situation. Of course, tread lightly and 

keep private if the family asks for privacy or anonymity until they have passed away. 

 

How to find them: Use the traditional search methods using the Internet genealogy databases. If 

no success, then consider non-Internet methods such researching in the locations where the 

families reside with a local genealogical society or hire a volunteer through Random Acts of 

Genealogical Kindness (raogk.org) or USGeWeb.org.  

 

Stepchildren 

 

Another common occurrence is stepchildren when the natural born children belonging to one 

spouse remarries to a new spouse. Usually step children retain their natural father’s surname 

unless an adoption occurs or a female marries and uses the husband’s surname with pursuing an 

adoption. See adoption issues above if you feel the child has been adopted. 

 

How to find them: Use the traditional search methods using the Internet genealogy databases. If 

no success, then consider non-Internet methods such researching in the locations where the 

families reside with a local genealogical society or hire a volunteer through Random Acts of 

Genealogical Kindness (raogk.org) or USGeWeb.org. Census records after 1850 would show the 

stepchildren and hopefully the natural parent. 

 

Half Siblings 

 

Half siblings such as a half brother or sister occurs with a marriage that already has children 

from one of the spouses and the parents have a natural born child. The children may not call each 

half siblings unless for legal purposes. There is really nothing unusual about this family 

relationship and shouldn’t be hard to research the half siblings unless they die early and leaving 

no death record especially in a rural farming community before 1900. 

 

How to find them: Use the traditional search methods using the Internet genealogy databases. If 

no success, then consider non-Internet methods such researching in the locations where the 

families reside with a local genealogical society or hire a volunteer through Random Acts of 

Genealogical Kindness (raogk.org) or USGeWeb.org. Census records after 1850 would show the 

stepchildren and hopefully the natural parent. 

 

Unwed or Foster Children 

 

Per a CDC report, 40% of all children today in the U.S. don’t have married parents compared to 

less than 15% before 2000. These children or ancestors could be very difficult to find if they 

become adopted or their natural mother or father remarries and their new parents may change the 

children’s name to their new surname without an adoption. If the parents give up their newborn 
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or young children and leave them with a foster home, then you may never find the natural born 

parents.  

Tip: Check the original birth certificate for the parents, but sometimes either the father’s or 

mother’s name may not be listed to protect the privacy of the parents or child in future years. 

 

How to find them: Foster children usually retain their natural surnames, but not always the case. 

First, use the traditional search methods using the Internet genealogy databases. If no success, 

then consider non-Internet methods such researching in the locations where the families reside 

with a local genealogical society or hire a volunteer through Random Acts of Genealogical 

Kindness (raogk.org) or USGeWeb.org. Census records after 1850 would show the stepchildren 

and hopefully the natural parent. 

 

Otherwise, if the foster home(s) is known, contact them. Check the U.S. Government website for 

foster care facilities at https://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/. A DNA test may be required to help 

in the search of the real parents.  

 

DNA Testing 

 

Some genealogists need proof about these family situations and DNA testing is a method to 

prove or disprove the theory. DNA can be used for adoptions in finding birth parents, missing 

children, any sibling verification, or even unwed children. List the DNA results in the ancestor 

facts section. 

In addition to traditional adoption search techniques, DNA testing is starting to have real success 

in reuniting adoptees with their birth families. To use DNA testing as a tool in your adoption 

search: 

1. Take a DNA test. All adoptees, both male and female, can benefit from an Autosomal 

DNA (atDNA) test which can be used to search for potential relatives along all branches 

of your family tree. There are multiple DNA Paternity testing companies in the U.S., but 

beware that they are certified. These tests are vary in price from $99 to $1,000, but are 

good for testing back six generations. 

 

If you're a male, then a Y-DNA test (at least 37 markers) may help you to locate a male 

relative in your direct paternal line (someone who descends from your father, paternal 

grandfather, etc.). Females do not have a Y-chromosome, but can ask a male family 

member to test for them, if any are known. This is the second most expensive test form 

$150 to $300 depending on the amount of markers tested. 

 

Both males and females can take a Mitochondrial DNA (mtDNA) test, but this is much 

less helpful for adoption searches, as mtDNA changes very slowly and most matches will 

be too far back in the family tree to be useful for locating biological relatives. If you do 

choose to have the mtDNA test done, then choose the full mitochondrial sequence (FMS) 

for best results, as it may be able to help you determine your ethnicity. Costs range from 

https://www.childwelfare.gov/nfcad/
http://genealogy.about.com/od/dna_genetics/p/autosomal.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/dna_genetics/p/autosomal.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/dna_genetics/p/y_dna.htm
http://genealogy.about.com/od/dna_genetics/p/mtdna.htm
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$200 to $400 for a full sequence test for females or next generation male. 

 

2. Test with and/or upload your results to as many relevant companies as possible. 

Most adoptees have their atDNA tested through FamilyTreeDNA-FTDNA (Family 

Finder Test), 23andMe (Relative Finder Test) and AncestryDNA (atDNA only). In some 

cases you can test at one company and, once your results are back, download the raw data 

and upload to the other companies for a reduced rate. FamilyTreeDNA even offers 

discounted group pricing through their Adoptees DNA Project. 

 

3. Upload your raw results to third-party databases. The non-profit genomics website 

GedMatch allows DNA testers to upload their raw data (autosomal) from FTDNA, 

23andME, and AncestryDNA in order to compare it data voluntarily uploaded by other 

testers. Not all adoptees will use this site, but this may help to pick up additional potential 

matches—especially if you haven't tested with all three of the major commercial 

companies offering autosomal DNA tests. GedMatch also provides tools for making deep 

comparisons between genealogies and DNA test results to help identify possible hidden 

ancestral connections with distant cousins. If you're a male who also took a Y-DNA test, 

then the Y-Search database offers similar options for Y-DNA results. 

 

4. Educate yourself. Unless you get very lucky and a close match (e.g. birth mother or 

sibling) has also tested, you're going to really have to dig into the guts of your DNA 

results in order to "triangulate" in on your possible relatives. You're going to learn about 

technical-sounding methodologies such as "phasing" and "chromosome mapping," and 

learn how to utilize a variety of (mostly free) third-party DNA tools developed to help 

you streamline the hard work of autosomal DNA matching and analysis.  

 

DNAAdoption is a great place to start—offering guidance, tutorials, classes, tools, forum 

support, and more for individuals using DNA in their adoption search. A number of 

genetic genealogists post DNA tutorials and step-by-step instructions on their blogs. 

Don't miss Your Genetic Genealogist by CeCe Moore, DNAeXplained by Roberta Estes, 

and The Genetic Genealogist by Blaine Bettinger. If you find yourself getting frustrated, 

then check out the stories of DNA-inspired adoption reunions by genetic genealogist 

CeCeMoore on her Adoption and DNA blog. 

Divorces 

 

Divorces present another set of research challenges especially if your ancestor has remarried 

and divorced more than once. I have that situation with five marriages and assumed divorces 

to one ancestor, but luckily she had only two children. Can you imagine if an ancestor had 

multiple children with multiple marriages? 

 

How to find them: Use the traditional search methods using the Internet genealogy databases. 

If no success, then consider non-Internet methods such researching in the locations where the 

families reside with a local genealogical society or hire a volunteer through Random Acts of 

Genealogical Kindness (raogk.org) or USGeWeb.org.  

 

https://www.familytreedna.com/public/adopted/
http://www.gedmatch.com/
http://www.ysearch.org/
http://genealogy.about.com/b/2014/01/14/triangulation-autosomal-dna.htm
http://www.dnaadoption.com/
http://www.yourgeneticgenealogist.com/
http://dna-explained.com/
http://www.thegeneticgenealogist.com/
http://adoptiondna.blogspot.com/
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A visit to the local court to search their divorce records may be required, but hiring a local 

volunteer could yield the same result. Worst case, using a detective or pro-genealogist may 

be key to help on finding divorce records on the affected parents. 

 

Tip: Remember for a female having a divorce that they may retain the ex-husband’s surname 

or revert back to their maiden name. In multiple marriages, always look for the last known 

surname of the previous husband. This can be tedious research in multiple marriages of 

divorced women. 

 

Do You Have the Latest Updates? 

 

To verify what your current version is for FTM2008/09/10/11/12/14 select the Help menu item at 

top, the select About Family Tree Maker, then look at the version number. The latest updates are 

listed below:  

Family Tree Maker 2008 - 17.0.0.965  

Family Tree Maker 2009 - 18.0.0.307  

Family Tree Maker 2010 - 19.0.0.206 

Family Tree Maker 2011 – 20.0.0.376 

Family Tree Maker 2012 – 21.0.0.723 

Family Tree Maker 2014 – 22.0.0.345 

FTM Support 

If users are having problems with any version of Family Tree Maker, go to their website at 

http://www.familytreemaker.com/Support/Default.aspx and select the correct version or select 

the knowledge Base for helpful answers. Some users will experience problems with the latest 

Windows 7 computer systems for all FTM versions. If still having problems with any version, 

then email FTM Support at support@ancestry.com or call 1-800-262-3787. Live phone support 

is available Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Eastern Time, closed Saturday and 

Sunday. These hours do not include holidays. 

Homework Assignment 

If you have any ancestors with known stepchildren, adoptions, foster care, unwed children, or 

divorces, please list them accordingly with the correct parents in your family tree.  

Next Meeting 

Our next User Group meeting will be held in September. Visit our society’s website or if you are 

on our email list for the date, location, and details.  

 

Previous handouts are also available on our website at www.lcgsco.org. If you have any 

problems, email me at FTM@lcgsco.org.     Happy Trails! 

http://www.familytreemaker.com/Support/Default.aspx
mailto:support@ancestry.com
http://www.lcgsco.org/
mailto:FTM@lcgsco.org

